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Xavier’s Part-time MBA pro-
from its 2016 ranking of  109th 
in the nation to 33th, US News 
-
-















Part-time MBA program leaps in rankings










Muskies defy expectations with Elite 8 run
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In the past, students registered for housing in Cintas Center. This year saw a new online-only system take effect. 
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New housing process begins 
BY AZL SAEED
Staff Writer
U.S. & World News
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Beer in the 
headlights
March 25, 7:10 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood 
Police apprehend an under-
age student who ran from 
-
ing a case of  beer. 
March 20, 12:00 p.m. 
student reported that another 
student assaulted him or her 
during a dispute. The student 
was referred to the student 
code of  conduct process.
March 20, 2:10 p.m. – 
Xavier Police investigated a 
tow truck removing a vehicle 
from the Joseph Parking Lot. 
was repossessed. 
March 20, 3:38 p.m. 
student reported the misuse 
of  his or her bank debit card, 
which was used to make several 
-
vestigation is pending.
March 21, 3:45 a.m. – 
Xavier Police and Cincinnati 
the Campus Services building 
unable to determine the source, 
and the system was reset. 
March 21, 9:30 a.m. – 
student parked in the Husman 
Life will follow up.
March 24, 5:59 p.m. – Two 
non-students acting suspiciously 
-
pass warnings and sent on their 
way. 
March 25, 10:02 a.m. – -
dent reported someone had bro-
ken into his or her vehicle which 
was parked for the past two weeks 
pair of  aviator glasses and a small 
amount of  change left on the pas-
senger seat. 
March 25, 6:20 p.m. – Xavier 
small amount of  marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia and a fake ID were 
March 25, 9:14 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
in apprehending a student and 
two non-students who were 
wanted for dining and dashing at 
to pay their bill. 
March 26, 12:12 a.m. 
pack of  beer near the front of  
Cintas Center was referred to the 
student code of  conduct process 
for underage possession. 
March 26, 1:40 a.m. – Xavier 
with a room search at Husman 
Hall. Nothing was recovered 
during the search.
March 27, 6:25 p.m. – 
Xavier Police and Cincinnati 
after food cooking on a stove 
activated the alarm. 
March 28, 10:57 a.m. – 
Xavier Police and Cincinnati 
Cintas Center was checked and 
-
mine source. The system was 
reset. 
this semester was referred to the 
student code of  conduct process. 
March 22, 10:35 p.m. – Xavier 
small amount of  drug parapher-
-
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Xavier Newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly throughout the school 
Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45207.
The Staff  Editorial is written jointly by the editor-in-chief, the 
managing editor and the opinions & editorials editor. Editorials 
whole, but do not necessarily do so.
The statements and opinions of  a columnist do not necessarily 
The statements and opinions expressed in the Xavier Newswire 
are not necessarily those of  the student body, faculty or adminis-
tration of  Xavier University.   
Xavier University is an academic community committed to 
equal opportunity for all persons.
The Xavier Newswire is committed to publishing op-
posing viewpoints and opinions in hopes 
of  fostering dialogue on campus among 
students, faculty and staff. The Newswire 
accepts Letters to the Editor on a weekly 
basis. Comments can be submitted online 
during the week. Please contact us if  you 
have opinions and wish to write on a regu-
lar basis or a sense of  humor and like to 
draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com. 
Each edition: 
Business affairs: 
Write for us: 
For your information:
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Why safe spaces are important
First Amendment to the United 
States’ Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of  grievances.
Newswire has made the decision to stray from the AP Style Guide 
when printing the words White and Black in reference to groups of  
people. We have decided to capitalize both.
The truth behind being an RA
Recently, I went on the Women’s Day Retreat through the Center for Faith and Justice. Through the luck 
that my teacher sent me an email, I applied at the last minute and attended the day-long retreat. We spent the 
day at the Quaker home just off  campus discussing stereotypes, pressures we felt, dreams that we had and 
time.
common with myself. As a woman, the retreat was even more enlightening. It was one of  two times in my life 
that I was able to come to a room with perfectly random strangers and share some of  the most private details 
of  my life without blinking an eye. The common bond of  womanhood allowed everyone there to be their 
most real selves and share so openly – without fear or suspicion. There was an understanding that everyone 
there was dealing with the same issues and was there for support. The overwhelmingly positive and safe envi-
ronment allowed me to explore things about myself  and my spirituality that the constant drone of  the school 
year had suppressed. I emerged from the day refreshed and energized – sure of  myself, reinvigorated with the 
power of  myself  and all the incredible women I met.
-
treat with me and sometimes drawing on the peace and strength I received from that. When I got an email for 
a reunion I began to think about why the memory of  the weekend stuck with me so vividly. The environment 
that was created by people similar to me – in this case, women – was rejuvenating and unforgettable. This is 
the necessity of  spaces with like-minded people.
invite a certain demographic are able to reach a higher level of  safety and discourse. There is certainly value 
in different types of  people coming together to learn about each other. Cultures and ways of  life can be ex-
changed, and mindsets can be expanded in the process.
Other voices would have certainly added another layer to the conversations. 
For example, men at the women’s retreat could have added insight to their 
feeling repressed by female stereotypes, like dealing with emotions. Revelations 
like this are certainly important, but men in that space could have also put up 
walls. The chasm between life experiences can sometimes seem overwhelm-
of  your own existence.
Having a place and space where you can let go of  all the outside forces that 
can wear and tear on you a little bit every day can be a huge relief. It is a liberat-
ing feeling to know that no one is judging you and you can just live. A weight 
is lifted, and you can experience life with other people who understand the 
struggles with you. This freedom lets people bond with others in the deepest 
way. Having these experiences allows you to be rejuvenated and face the world 
with a renewed sense of  purpose.
Philosophy, Politics and the Public 
major and copy editor for the 
Newswire from Louisville, Ky.
who happen to have a ton of  responsibility. When 
an RA is put on the front lines of  duty on a Saturday 
night and chaos in the form of  raging parties, sob-
loudly ensue, an RA is not always prepared to deal 
with it. The Res Life solution to this problem is to 
give the RAs a rulebook, a play-by-play that outlines 
in exact detail every step that the RA is supposed to 
take to ensure that nothing gets out of  hand, ignor-
some situations are already out of  hand when the 
RA gets there. It’s a fallible system 
because a rulebook is too simplis-
tic; it may even hinder the RA’s 
ability to deal with situations in a 
creative, human way.
Ultimately, the disconnect be-
tween university liability and RA 
response capacity is not the fault 
of  Res Life. Res Life is a part of  
the larger machine that reports 
statistics on how smoothly this 
university is running, and if  Res Life can’t teach an 
RA how to check every box in every situation so 
that the administration is happy, Res Life, and thus 
the RA, is at fault. But the problem is that RAs are 
human, and sometimes their desire to care for the 
residents in a way that doesn’t check every box in 
the rulebook outweighs their concern that the ad-
ministration might be kept happy. In short, RAs have 
pressure on all sides, 
and there is, as I see 
it, no easy solution 
to their problems. 
So next time you 
see a stressed out 
RA, thank them 
creative human re-




they just want ev-
eryone to be happy.
assistants (RAs), the position I served in, who have 
a genuine care and concern for others. Xavier RAs 
jump at the chance to serve their residents and one 
another. They are kind, caring, smart people who 
aren’t afraid to make tough decisions quickly and 
who act with integrity. RAs are on the front lines ev-
ery night, responding to social, mental, physical and 
emotional calls for help. They exhaust themselves 
with the problems of  their residents, and they do it 
because they have a love in their hearts for their fel-
low women and men. While I was 
on the team, I witnessed amazing 
feats of  compassion and strength, 
able to serve. It was more than a 
full-time job; it was a lifestyle.
I speak so highly of  resident 
assistants because they are the 
people who had the most positive 
impact on my life besides the resi-
dents themselves. I am so happy 
to have served amongst them. These accolades come 
with a heavy price for the RAs themselves, however. 
average RA, but not everyone knows why.
See, the position of  resident assistant is a posi-
tion that employs a full-time undergraduate student 
undergraduates. This is a big job, as the average full-
time undergraduate needs help with everything from 
on the last. We need to know who to call if  someone 
has alcohol poisoning, where to go if  our friend gets 
assaulted, where to report that we’ve lost an item, 
how to get in touch with professors and staff  mem-
-
lets unclogged. We need advice on social interactions 
gone wrong. We need shoulders to cry on and friends 
might turn to in these situations could very easily be 
our RAs.
Now, RAs are equipped to deal with many of  
these situations. But the problem comes when RAs 
are not equipped as they are also just human beings 
Max Bruns is a junior HAB, 
English and philosophy triple major. 
Bruns is also the advertising manager 
for the Newswire from Cincinnati.
“Everyone knows 
that the job must be 
-








We are constantly bombarded 
with school, work, maintaining a 
social life and family. It’s like a gi-
ant hamster wheel that keeps on 
spinning, and if  you take one step 
off, you go splat on your face. But 
isn’t there more to life than just 
excelling at your work and main-
taining existing relationships with 
friends and family? What about 
connecting with new people?
Last year, I interned for 
Back2Back Ministries, a global 
holistic care so that they might 
-
es and break free from the cycle 
of  my internship was to work 
in Monterrey, Mexico, with the 
staff  members and to assist mis-
sion trip guests. It wasn’t until I 
worked at Monterrey that I truly 
with new people.
In Monterrey, we took a group 
of  kids from one of  the children’s 
homes back to our campsite for a 
pool party. I chaperoned a 9-year 
old boy named Ricardo. He was 
quiet the entire ride to campus. 
His chin tucked into his chest, he 
would take in his surroundings 
with him, but I was just a stutter-
ing mess.
Once we got to the pool, 
Ricardo went off  with his friends 
to the playground, and the elec-
tric twinge in my stomach was 
gone. I was free to do what I do 
best – plan and execute day-to-
made me feel accomplished be-
cause I could focus on complet-
ing one task successfully.
-
nally set, and all the kids began 
heading back to the picnic table. 
I saw Ricardo walking back, but 
he wasn’t the same cheerful boy 
he was before. He sat down sul-
lenly in the back corner of  the 
picnic table isolating himself  
from the rest of  the kids. Ricardo 
kept looking back at me, and sud-
denly getting all those tasks done 
didn’t feel as rewarding anymore. 
I dropped what I was doing and 
decided to just sit with him for 
the remainder of  the lunch. After 
30 minutes of  sitting together 
quietly, he looked back up at me, 
cheek. At that moment, I realized 
that my job wasn’t to carry out 
tasks; it was to care and just be 
there for Ricardo.
So many times, we get so 
wrapped up in our own world 
that we forget to open our eyes 
to those in need of  a good com-
relationship expert to reach out 
to new people. You just need to 
open your eyes. Just being in the 
moment with someone can speak 
for itself.
of  the 1960s, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr, and it being only “back 
-
ent today.
During my spring break this 
Breaks trip to Selma, Alabama. 
During my trip, I learned the im-
portance of  looking back at his-
-
ing of  the issues of  today. Much 
of  America’s systematic racism 
comes from the historical back-
ground that it has always had re-
garding people of  color. During 
the trip my group was constantly 
told to remember the history of  
Jim Crow) African Americans had 
to endure in the United States so 
that we can be conscious about 
making sure the country stays away 
from repeating the same cycle.
The infamous Bloody Sunday 
March took place in Selma in 1965. 
The march attempted to cross the 
Selma to Montgomery in order 
to gain recognition of  Jimmy Lee 
historical moment that ensured 
issues with regard to discriminat-
I was there for the annual Jubilee 
commemorating the march, we 
said different.
The Secretary of  State of  
Alabama was there and decided 
to make his speech about the ad-
-
pen. But the truth is that it is hard 
for citizens in Alabama, especially 
to take time off  of  work, get to 
other steps necessary to obtain a 
circumstances. Voter fraud is not 
if  it is already hard enough to get 
understand how and why people 
could or would go out of  their 
After talking to many of  the 
attorneys in Selma, I learned that 
-
ed in Alabama but also through-
– mostly in the historical Black 
Belt of  the South. The issue is 
-
or and poor White people to get 
and it’s a systematic way to op-
press the people who are already 
experiencing systemic oppression.
After coming back from 
-
against systemic racism against 
Black and brown people in the 
United States continues, and it 
needs to be recognized.
Why relationships matter
Civil Rights aren’t a thing of the past
Do what you want, you’ll 
be surprised by the results
Ramona Peckham is a senior entre-
preneurship major and guest writer for the 
Newswire from Cincinnati.
Nia Mosley is a junior psychology ma-
jor and staff  writer for the Newswire 
from Cleveland, Ohio.
-
as it’s not damaging another person.” I learned it from one of  
my best friends, and it has enhanced my life to an immeasurable 
extent.
So, story time. My friend and I were on a tour in Mammoth 
areas roped off  that led down pathways that looked rather inter-
my friend told me that we should walk down them. I told him 
that they were roped off, so we probably shouldn’t, but he ig-
nored me and ducked under the rope while the tour guide wasn’t 
weighed my options and then ducked under the rope as well. We 
had only walked a dozen feet when the tour guide called out to 
us and said that we weren’t allowed to go there, so we apologized 
and rejoined the crowd.
Essentially, we were curious, and we did what we wanted to sa-
tiate it. We disregarded the rules because they were getting in the 
way of  our learning, and the only bad thing that happened was a 
-
rested or in any serious trouble. Just watched a little more closely.
To clarify what exactly I mean, I’ll tell another story. I was 
walking around Findley Market with a friend, and we were about 
to join the middle of  a tour because I thought it would be fun to 
hop in the middle when I saw an open door across the street. A 
few people were inside, and the building seemed a little barren 
other than a table in the center of  the room and a few pieces of  
scaffolding. The people were doing something on the walls, put-
ting up wallpaper or something.
So, naturally, I told my friend that we were going to walk in, 
so we did. It turns out that the place was an art gallery. A local 
making a 360-degree map of  Cincinnati that he had drawn, and 
all the people inside were tracing the original onto graphite paper 
with sharpie. We joined in helping him out for about 30 minutes 
The lesson applies to more than just exploring the world. It 
-
mester, I decided that I wanted to write a book of  poetry and 
publish it myself.
So, I did.
come up to me and told me that they want to do something simi-
There are so many hours in a day – 24 to be exact. If  a person 
really wants something or wants 
to do it, they can do it. If  you 
want to start drawing more, why 
not draw more? Sure, your sched-
ule might be entirely booked and 
you may feel like there’s no free 
time, but why not doodle on a 
napkin or in a notebook while 
eating? If  there’s a door that’s 
closed somewhere and you start 
to wonder what’s behind it, why 
not open it? Most likely, the worst 
thing that could happen is that 
you get kicked out or watched a 
little closer.
English and philosophy double 
major. He is a copy editor for the 
Newswire from St. Louis.
United States outlasts competition










Team USA routed Puerto 
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Stadium, with Puerto Rico de-
-
















to 3-0 in conference play
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Michaela Fettig’s “syn·es·the·sia” (left), Natalie Braun’s “Exhibit Being” (center), Anne Donahue’s “Outside More” (upper right) and Lydia Reagan’s “(Un)natural Selection” (lower right) were featured.
Photos courtesy of Lydia Reagan
BY KEVIN THOMAS & 
AIDEN DALTON
Staff  Writers
Senior Thesis Art Showcase slays




The jazz musician went on 
to form a trio with bassist Peter 
Washington and drummer Kenny 
Washington in 1997. The three 
are now recognized as one of  the 
leading groups in jazz. 
This year, Charlap celebrates 
his 13th year as Artistic Director 
of  New York City’s Jazz in July 
Festival at 92nd Street Y. Currently, 
he is the director of  Jazz Studies 
at William Paterson University in 
Wayne, N.J.
Charlap demonstrated the true 
complexity and beauty of  jazz pi-
ano as he performed last Sunday 
afternoon. For example, “Tea 
for Two,” originally composed 
by Vincent Youmans and Irving 
Caesar, demands a rapid sequence 
scales and bass notes that, all 
while balanced by rhythmic pedal-
ing, do not drown out the melo-
dy. Meanwhile, “Autumn in New 
York,” originally composed by 
Vernon Duke, requires mastery of  
its tricky pauses and pedal presses. 
What stood out about Charlap 
the most was not his performance 
demeanor but his interaction with 
the audience. He turned to the 
guests and asked for requests. 
Energized by the familiar tunes of  
“I Wonder Where our Love has 
Gone” and “My Funny Valentine,” 
the audience even began snapping 
like all the other musicians to per-
form in the Music Series at Xavier 
thus far, received a standing ova-
tion at his performance’s end. 
Next in the Music Series lineup 
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in the GSC 
Theatre is Kemal Gekic, a wide-
ly-acclaimed concert pianist and 
orchestra collaborator. Jazz bass-
Christian McBride will be playing 
at 8 p.m. on April 28.
When Music Series 
Coordinator Polina Bespalko in-
troduced Grammy Award winner 
Bill Charlap, she mentioned that 
when she heard his music was “re-
true even before he began playing: 
He dressed in a suit and tie. 
Unlike most musicians before 
him, he had no listed program of  
the pieces he would be playing 
that Sunday afternoon. The mo-
ment he sat before the Steinway 
and Sons grand piano, he began 
playing. The audience mistook it 
for an actual piece and applauded 
warming up.
skill stems from his background 
and dedication. Born in New 
York City, Charlap began play-
ing the piano at age 3. His father 
was Broadway composer Moose 
Charlap, whose credits include 
Peter Pan, and his mother is 
singer Sandy Stewart, who toured 
with Benny Goodman and was a 
regular on the Perry Como Show. 
She earned a 1963 Grammy nomi-
nation for her recording of  “My 
The Xavier University’s 
Senior Thesis Art Showcase 
opened Friday presented Lydia 
Reagan’s “(Un)natural Selection,” 
Natalie Braun’s “Exhibit Being,” 
Michaela Fettig’s “syn·es·the·sia” 
and Anne Donahue’s “Outside 
More” at the Cohen Center’s art 
gallery. 
Reagan’s art focused on the 
preservation of  rare exotic spe-
cies typically poached and over-
hunted. The thesis of  her art was 
to end the “(un)natural selection” 
of  poaching and other human ef-
fects on nature. 
Art and memorabilia was 
available for purchase, with all 
proceeds going to the World 
Wildlife Foundation and the 
International Anti-poaching 
Foundation. Reagan crafted a 
framed case study on multiple en-
dangered species, many of  which 
I had never heard of  before, 
the Pangolin. Featured in these 
framed case studies was the name 
of  the animal, along with many 
different facts on that animal. 
All of  this information sur-
rounded a beautiful linocut. 
There were around 10 linocuts, 
all featuring a different animal 
and its facts. Each linocut was 
delicately crafted, with precision 
and attention given to every facet 
of  each strange animal. 
I was amazed at how alive 
each animal looked, how each 
one begged for its existence 
along with Reagan’s own pining 
for the continuation of  the spe-
cies. Along with the case studies, 
I also found a variety of  cheaper 
trinkets sold to help support the 
foundations. It inspires hope to 
see such a talented artist lend her 
voice and craft to the needing 
creatures of  the world. 
Natalie Braun’s work, “Exhibit 
Being,” was an installation of  
four walls making a cross on top 
of  a circle displaying the four dif-
saw them while dealing with the 
loss of  her father. Braun did 
an excellent job displaying the 
different aspects of  these four 
states of  being with incredible il-
lustrations and plaster sculptures 
intertwined together. 
Her section on the mind 
was extremely well done. It was 
split into two parts: the left side, 
which had geometric shapes, 
gears and numbers all in black, 
and the right side, which had 
bubbles of  faces exploring dif-
ferent emotions, musical notes, 
rainbows and swirls, all in effer-
vescent color. “Exhibit Being” 
did what Braun wanted it to do 
extremely well and is well worth 
checking out.
 “syn·es·the·sia,” by Michaela 
Fettig is the artist’s way to help 
the public understand and ex-
perience what it’s like to have 
synesthesia, which is the confu-
sion of  the senses. My favorite 
of  her three separate groups of  
works, representing three com-
mon forms of  synesthesia, were 
the four illustrations she made 
depicting chromesthesia. 
Chromesthesia occurs when 
hearing music leads to seeing 
colors. The four illustrations 
share names with the songs that 
inspired them. They are “Smells 
Like Teen Spirit,” “Holding 
onto You,” “She Will be Loved” 
and “Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds.” 
I spent the longest amount of  
time viewing the art on these four 
because I wanted to listen to each 
song as I inspected the illustra-
tions so that I could really feel the 
connection between the sounds 
and the images. It was one of  the 
most beautiful things that I have 
ever seen. I could feel the colors 
dancing with the rhythms. “Lucy 
in the Sky with Diamonds” was 
my favorite of  the series. It was 
the perfect aesthetic for the psy-
chedelic song, exemplifying the 
sense of  melting felt from the 
song. 
Anne Donahue begs people to 
get outside more with her collec-
tion of  jars with “bits of  nature 
captured inside,” according to her 
explanation of  the work, called 
“Outside More.” 
“Outside More” is a collection 
of  probably more than 100 differ-
of  nature that she gathered from 
places all over. It’s an interactive 
exhibit, asking viewers to interact 
with the jars, pick them up, open 
them and smell, feel or remember 
the world that’s contained. Each 
jar was a memory to me. 
They all pushed me into the 
recesses of  my mind, to experi-
encing past times spent in out-
door adventures. It was a beauti-
ful experience, and the scattered 
to the front of  my mind. It was 
an incredible meditation on the 
natural world, all contained inside 
of  glass jars.
The Senior Thesis Art 
Showcase will be available for 
viewing until March 31 .











 Be really kind in an attempt to 
throw people off  at your change 
in demeanor. 
 Help a friend get through a 
 Donate your time and/or 
prank.
fall for that one every time.
 Prank your wallet by actu-
 Prank your partner with an 
affection.
-
-
